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RIGHTS of SWINE. 


An ADDRESS to the POOR © 


Be careful to with-hold | 

Your talons from the wretched and the bold: 
FTempt not the brave and needy to deſpair : 
For though your violence {hould leave them bare 
Of gold and ſilver, /:rdf and darts remain, 

And will revenge the wrongs which they ſuſtain ; 
The plundered /7i// have arms. | | 
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HAND indeed muſt be the heart which is unaffected with the preſent 
diſtreſs experienced by the Poor in general in this commercial Na- 
tion. Thouſands of honeſt and induſtrious people in Great Britain, are 
literally ſtarving ſor want of Bread; and the cauſe invariably aſſigned is a 
ſtagnant commerce. My opinion on this ſubject will perhaps appear to 
ſome a ſtrange phenomena—it is, that a {ſtagnant commerce is not the real 
canſe of the want of the neceſſaries of life among the labourious Poor. And 
I am confident that, while the Earth yields her increaſe,” there is a me- 
thod founded on JUSTICE and REASON, to prevent the Poor from wanting 
Bread, be the ſtate of trade whatever it may. | 

In the firſt place, then, I will aff, What are the principal ſources of 
human "ſubſiſtence; Certainly Corn and Graſs. Corn is moulded into 
many ſhapes for the uſe of man, but chiefly into Bread, which is the 
ſtaff of life; and from Graſs, we derive our fleſh, milk, butter, cheeſe, 
&. beſides wool and leather, which, 1 think, with the addition of coal, 
and a few other minerals, nearly make up the real neceſſaries of life. 

I aſk again, then, who is ſo infatuated as to fav, that the growing of Corn 
or Graſs, is dependant. on, or connected with the proſperity or adverſity 
of trade? Certainly (thank Heaven !) they are not affected by the devouring 
Iword, or ruined commerce (except at the ſeat of war). Corn grows not 
in the loom, nor Graſs upon the anvil! Why is it then, that while there : 
is plenty of Bread the Poor are ſtarving ? Is there not as much Grain and 
Graſs in the Land as when the trade flouriſhed ? Suppoſe trade were to 
riſe immediately to an amazing degree, would it make one grain of Corn 
or blade of Graſs more? Certainly not. Why then, I aſk again; are 
the Poor, who are the peculiar care of HiM, who delights to do his needy 
creatures good, not ſatisfied with the good of the land! | 3 | 
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The following reaſons are at leaſt fatisfactory to myſelſ : — ecauß. 
the time of national proſperity, houſe and land rent (conſequently proy 
ſions are always raiſed by the wealthy and voluptuous, till they are, at 1c 
at par with high wages: but, when Was, or any other cauſe has Win 
or impeded commerce, and reduced wages, ren and proviſions remain y; 
abated: The poor calico weavers in the vicinity of Mancheſter, noir 
ouſly illuſtrate this argument, as they are now (they who can get any )work 
ing for fifty and ſixty per Cent. leſs than at this time two ycars back, and 
the neceſſaries of life are conſiderably augmented in their prices tnitead of 
being diminiſhed !!! | | 
Hearken, O ye Poor of the Land! While great men have an unbound. 
ed power to raiſe heir rent and your provifions—and, at the ſame time, an 
uncontrouled power to make Mar, and conſequently to dry up, or dimini;) 
the ſources of your income, your ſubſiſtance will, at the beſt, be precarious 
and your very exiltence often miſerable [— The prefent want of Bread aud 
Butcher's Meat amongſt the Poor, is not owing to the want of Grain or 
Graſs in the World, nor, I preſume, in this Land, but owing to the price 
of it being exceſſively above the price of labour. When, therefore, the 
price of labour cannot be brought up to the rate of proviſions, proviſions 
| ſhould be reduced to the rate of labour. Till this is practicable, the pur 
are miſerable ! 3 | 
During the laſt twenty years, mechanical wages have been varied, ac. 
cording to circumſtauces, ſeveral times, ard not unuſually, in ſome branches 
twenty, thirty, forty, and even fifty per Cent.—I mean on the lowering, 2 
well as the riſing ſide of the medium. But, with regard to land-ren!, its 
variations have always been progreflive: and to find a ſingle inſtance to the 
contrary, would be almoſt, if not altogether, impoſſible! | 
It requires but little ſagacity to ſee, that the Game Laws, Riot ad, 
Laws againſt Vagrants and Felons, &c. &c. are made chiefly for the ſe- 
curity of the Rich againſt the depredations of the Poor. But what ſecurity 
have the Poor againſt the oppreſſion and extortion of the Rich? Certainly 
none at all. As every comfort of life is derived from land, and as the rich 
are the proprietors thereof, it may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid, that they hol. the 
iſſues of life and death; and, whilſt they can, uninterruptedly, raiſe thar 
rents without limitation or reſtraint, they have an alarming and unbounded 
power over, not only the happineſs, but even the lives of the great maſs d 
the people—the Poor | | 
If, then, Stateſmen have a right to advance their lands in times d 
proſperity, the Poor ought to have a Parliament of their tun chuſing, invelld 
with power to reduce them in days of adverſity. This balance of pov! 
between the Rich and the Poor, would be productive of a thouſand tines 
more conſolation to this Nation, than the chimerical nonſenſe of cout: 
jugglers, the balance of power in Europe.” Nor can I imagine that any 
Judicious perſon would call ſuch a power in parliament unjuſt or irrationd 
which when exerciſed, could ruin none, but bleſs millions! if it would k 
cruel to make a Stateſman of twenty thouſand pounds per annum, lies 
year or two upon ten thouſand pounds; how much more remorſeleſs i 0 
to make the Spitalficld, and Norwich weavers, as well as ſome hund | 
thouſands more, live upon nothing—or, what is litile better, upon Ge = 
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ales, it is a curious tiuth, that the very ſuperfluities which ruin hundreds 
{the voluptuous great, would render happy, the innumerable unhappy 
ut of mankind. | ; 
'Gxrar Gop ! What ſpeQacle ſo affecting to a reflecting mind as 
cat-Britatn in her preſent ſtate ! On the one hand, we ſee the impudent 
Nobles advertiſing their © Grand Dinners,” in the very face of the hungry 
poor, whom they have ruined !! On the other hand, Widows, Orphans, 
4 others, are weeping, and often dying for want of bread ! What can be 
more od ious in the fight of Heaven, than Fealt and Famine in the ſame na- 
on? Yet, this is literally the caſe in this Kingdom at this moment, and not 
only in the Nation, but in every town, in every ſtreet, yea, oſten under the 
ſune roof! UE = : 
Open your eyes, O ye poor of the land! in vain are your hands and your 
mouths open. Do you not ſee how you are cajoled and degraded, by the 
airy ſubſcriptions made for you at different times, and in various parts of 
the nation; which ſerve only to make your ſlavery more ſervile and baſe, 
and your miſery of longer duration? I revere generous ſubſcribers and col- 
tors, but I ſcorn the means! Ye poor, take a farther look into your 
rights, and you will fee, that, upon the principles of reaſon and jultice, 
yery peaceable and uſeful perſon has a right, yea, a Divine Right“ to 
be ſatisfied with the good of the Land ! Beſides, is it not monſtrovſly pro- 
voking to be robbed wholeſale, and relicved by retail! Look again, and 
you will ſee that public Collections, Subſcriptions and Charities, are 
nothing more than the appendages of Corruption, Extortion, and Oppreſ- 
fon ! If the benevolent Father of the Univerſe did not fend amongſt man- 
kind proviſions enough, and more than enough and running over, ſuch is 
the waſte of the great and the gluttonous, that many of you poor, would 
get none at all! Say not, therefore, ye Oppreſſed, ** here is a famine, er 
fearcity of proviſions in the Land!“ Tt would be falſe. The Land contains 
plenty : and if proviſions were (as they ought to be) er to your wages, 
you would enjoy your unqueſtionable right; a comfortable ſufficiency. 
But, beſides the deſtruction of your trade, and the means of ſubſiſtance, 


ou have the mortification to ſee your bread eaten by Dragoon and Hunt- 


Ing Horſes, Spaniels, & e. and your parental, affectionate, loving, provident 
und tender Guardians, can give you a good reaſon why—it is their own! 
Hearken! O ye poor of the land! Do you fret and whine at oppreſ- 
ion —“ yes,“ “ Then, as ye do, fo did your fathers before you” and, if 
you do ns more, your children may whine after you! Awake! Ariſe! arm 
. truth, juſtice and reaſon—lay ſeize to corruption; and 
our unity and invincibility ſhall teach your oppreſſors terrible things ?— 
urge the repreſentation of your country—claim, as your inalienable right, 
niverſal ſuffrage, and annual parliaments. And whenever you have the 
gratification to chuſe a repreſentative, let him be from among the lower or- 
ler of men, and he will know how ta ſympathize with you, and repreſent 
ou in character.— Then, and not till then, ſhall you experience univerſal 
eace aud inceſſant plenty. "EE 


GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE. 


SOLD BY CITIZEN LEE, 


4T THE BRITISH TREE OF LIBERTY, 
No. 47, HAYMARKET, 


HE * of Louis XVII. into the City of Paris, 
April iſt, (the Year not yet poſitively determined.) 
Church and King*Rioters —Nebuchadnezzar's Decree 
for a Faſt.—Proclamation of Liberty, Equality, Frater- 
nity.— Pittacchio's Exhibition. —Muſtapha's Adoration 
of the Sultan Pittander .—Harlequin Stadtholder ; or, the 
Royal Vagabonds.— The Exhibitions of the Swiniſh 
Multitude. -A Congratulatory Addreſs to triumphant Pa- 
triotiſm—PBlock the Third. Duke of York's new March, 
— The Tree of Liberty.— The Devil and the Juſtice. — 
The Genius of Liberty-—The Spirit of Britons— The 
Swiniſh Multitude's Mdreſs to Mr. Burke. — The Return 
of Liberty. Letter from the Pope to John Bull. Precious 
Morſels; or, the bleſſed Times we live in. Picture of the 
Times.--Liberty Songs--The wounded Soldier. Speech 
of Boiſſy d' Anglas.—Pitti-Clout & Dun-Cuddy, a Po- 
litical Eclogue—Licenſe for the Guinea Pigs to wear 
Powder —Sdn Tom, come from College, a curious 


corny 6c. &c.—Likewiſe the following pe 
riodical Works, The Tribune. —F's Meat; or, Leſ- 


ſons for the | Swiniſh Multitude.—The Philanthropiſt. . 
— The Cabinet.--Shortly will be publiſhed, the Addreſs 
of Captain Perry, late Editor of the Argus, to the People 
of England, with recent Facts relative to the Spy Trade, 
&c. and No. I. of the Sans-Cullottes, for which Work, 
Communications of Merit, either in Proſe or Verſe, 
will be gratcfully acknowledged, if directed (Post paid) to 
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